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encouraging actions that integrate the
three pillars of sustainable development-
social, economic, and environmental.
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This edition highlights our latest activities,
engagements, research contributions, and
achievements across various IMAGES
Initiative programmes.
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Cross section of Participants at the CAADP Kampala Summit
2025.
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AGMCP mentees, Laura Aladriru and Rebecca Nassuna at
AGMCP Corner during the Youth and Women in Agrifood
Systems Pavilion in Kampala, Uganda on 9 January 2025
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IBADAN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MULTIDISCIPLINARY

STUDIES (IICMS)

Ibadan, to co-host the First Ibadan International Conference in Multidisciplinary Studies
(ICMS) 2025, held from February 11-12, 2025. The conference brought together scholars,
industry leaders, and policymakers to promote interdisciplinary collaboration and tackle

e IMAGES Initiative partnered with the Faculty of Multidisciplinary Studies, University of

global challenges through research and innovation.

e With over 210 participants and 110

research presentations, the
conference reinforced the need
for cross-disciplinary solutions in
areas such as sustainability,
security studies, data science, and
energy economics. The event also
marked the formation of the
Society for Multidisciplinary
Studies (SMS) to sustain post-
conference engagement.
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Highlights:
e Interdisciplinary collaboration for
problem-solving
e Strengthening links between academia,
industry, and policy
e Keynote speakers: Prof. Pauline Deutz &
Prof. Idowu Olayinka

One of the technical sessions during the Conference




IMAGES INITIATIVE BOARD MEETING

The IMAGES Initiative Board convened her biannual meeting on Wednesday, 26th March, 2025 via
Zoom to review ongoing programmes, regional updates, and strategic plans for 2025. The meeting
opened with remarks from the Chairman, followed by a review of previous meeting matters by the
President.

Programme leads presented updates on key initiatives, including AGMCP, COP-Africa, HELPS,
AGISP/Africa-RAIN, and ACERPIN. Each provided progress reports, challenges, and projections.
Regional representatives from East, Southern, and North Africa shared updates, while the West and
Central Africa positions remain vacant.
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Chukwu.




AGMCP MARCH 2025 WEBINAR

The Role of Researchers within the new &=
CAADP Strategy and Action Plan :

* Interrogating the 1% GDP allocation to Research in line with Malabo Declarati
(now on Kampala): Critical reviewed through the CAADP Biennual Review
process the currently monitored indicator on Agricultural research spending
based on the Intensity ratio (1% Ag GDP as target) into a more meaningful
indicator reflecting the spending needs for member states.

* From AU node: Capacity building (training) of African young professionals - In
continuation of AU-SAFGRAD’s support to Member States and Academics,
enhancing the capacity of stakeholders as part of efforts in promoting the
adoption of climate smart agricultural technology.

* Milestones: In Kampala BR, agricultural research spending adjusted
indicator will be based on more realistic parameters that allow the
computation of a spending index rather a simple intensity ratio of 1%.

On Tuesday, 25th March, 2025, Dr. Janet Edeme was the guest speaker for the AGMCP March webinar titled
"The CAADP Strategy and Action Plan (2026 - 2035): What are the role of young researchers in Africa?"
which focuses on the implementation of the African Union's new agricultural development strategy, as
outlined in the Kampala Declaration. This strategy aims to transform Africa's agri-food systems and ensure
food security across the continent.

Key Highlights from the Webinar:

e The Kampala Declaration sets ambitious targets, including increasing agricultural productivity by 50%,
reducing undernourishment rates from 20% to less than 5%, and reducing the negative environmental
impact of agriculture by 40%.

e Challenges such as frequent policy disruptions due to leadership changes, resource mobilization issues,
and a silo mentality among various stakeholders. Addressing these challenges is crucial for the
successful implementation of the strategy.

e The importance of aligning efforts with international partners was emphasized. Organizations like the
UN Food Systems Coordination Hub and the World Bank expressed their commitment to support the
CAADP framework and collaborate on achieving its objectives.

e The need for four revolutions: political, institutional, financial, and regional economic integration. These
revolutions aim to address power distribution within food systems, promote cooperation over
competition, leverage climate finance, and focus on regional objectives.
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Screenshot showing partlcﬁ'bants at the AGMCP March 2025 WEBINAR.



https://youtube.com/live/xXcwBGoxVFI

DINNER WITH THE CONSULATE
GENERAL OF THE KINGDOM OF
THE NETHERLANDS

conversing with Peter Keulers, Deputy Consul-Gener
Kingdom of the Netherlands in Nigeria and Benjamin
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RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS
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This study assessed post-harvest losses Incurred by tomato farmers in Akinyele Local Government
Area of Oyo State, Nigeria. Cross-sectional data were collected to obtain information on the socio-
economic characteristics of tomato farmers and the factors influencing post-harvest losses. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, multinomial regression, and Tobit regression models. The mean
age of farmers was 45.25 years, with a mean monthly income of #141,382.99 (USD 294.55), an average
household size of five persons, and a mean post-harvest loss of 178.42 kg per hectare, representing
15.5% of the total quantity harvested. The major cause of post-harvest 1055 was limited technical know-
how (55.56%) in handling tomatoes, particularly at the mature ripe stage, Losses were most prevalent at
the harvesting stage [48.37%). Significant socio-economic factors influencing the quantity of post-
balance of both staple foods harvest loss included household size, farm size, marital status, farmland ownership (rentedleased),
lly important p'ml seed variety, and access to storage facilities. Improved technical know-how, proper timing, and
1 the extent 1o which dimate ch harvesting at the mature green stage were associated with reduced post-harvest losses. Notably, rented
or leased farmlands positively influenced post-harvest loss reduction, suggesting that such farmlands
are better managed, more efficient, and more sustainable for tomato agrifood systems manageament. It
is recommended that tomato farming be embraced as an essential agribusiness component of food
systems transformation, rewarding investment in farmlands, promoting efficiency, maximizing profits,
and encouraging technological innovations to reduce post-harvest losses. Appropriate technologies for
handling tomatoes along the value chain would reduce post-harvest losses and promote food systems
transformation in Oyo State, Nigeria,
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INTRODUCTION

The challenge of post-harvest loss poses a significant  2019). Food systems rransformation in Migeria aims to
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Cropland expansion links climate extremes and Assessing_post-harvest loss of tomato and
diets in Nigeria its implications for food systems
transformation in Nigeria.
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HONOURS AND DISTINCTIONS

Celebrating Dr. Clare Kyomuhendo, Pioneer
President, AGMCP Alumni Association (2021-
2022)

IMAGES Initiative congratulates Dr. Clare
Kyomuhendo (AGMCP 2020) on her successful
PhD graduation from the University of Ghana!

Mr. Oluwafemi Seyi Oyekunle - Deputy
Coordinator COP-AFRICA

January 7

Ms. Souhir Belaid - Vice President,
IMAGES (North Africa)
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Mrs. Kikelomo Adegoke - Pioneer
Director of AGISP

January 28
Ms Ololade Adeigbe - Deputy
Coordinator, HELPS

January 31




Africa Circular Economy Research
and Policy Network (ACERPiN)

in collaboration with

= Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of '
Abomey-Calavi, Cotonou, Benin Republic

Organises

KA
IRGULARITY
AFRICA GONFERENGE

THEME: WASTING, WANTING, AND WEALTH
CREATION IN AGRI-FOOD SYSTEMS

Date: 13- 146 May 2025 Time: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm daily (GMT)
Venue (Hybrid): Faculty of Agronomic Sciences, University of Abomey-Calavi,
Cotonou, Benin Republic & Online (Zoom)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH & FRENCH
Participation: Participation at the conference is free of charge

KEYNOTES:

DR MANZAMASSO HODJO MS CONSTANCE OKEKE DR NEERAJ VIJ
Economist, Unifed Nafions Food International Praject Manager, Scaling Regional Sector Manager, Industry.
and Agricullure Organisation Up Public Investment in Agriculfure Agricullure & Human Developmenl. African
(Regional Office for Africa) (SUPIA). AclionAid Internalional

Development Bank. Southem Alfica Regional
Development and Business Delivery Office, South Africa
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